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Audition Announcement 
 

Cut Circle maintains a roster of world-class singers capable of approaching Renaissance music 
with emotional commitment and a flexible technique. The ensemble holds auditions on a 
rolling basis: send a cv and recordings to info@cutcircle.org (details below).  
 
 

Stylistic Principles 
• Precise, metronomic rhythms. Pay particular attention to quarter notes, which tend to 

rush; these small notes are in fact integral to the melodic line. 
• No vibrato 
• Vowels: very bright, in both French and (Italianate) Latin  
• Timbre: a flexible, natural sound that draws on “folk music” (mid/high larynx) as well 

as a more familiar “early music” approach (low larynx, rounded) 
• Be as expressive as you would singing a popular song: take consonants early, 

occasionally scoop, make sure each phrase has a goal. 

Pieces to Record 
For each piece, choose the voice part that suits you best. We prefer a smartphone recording in a fairly dry acoustic. 

1. Johannes Ockeghem, L’autre d’antan  
 A440; w = 180. One time through (refrain text only) 
  Basses/baritones: transpose tenor down a major second  
 Character: silly, drunk (scooping, sliding, etc.) 

2. Ockeghem D’ung aultre amer 
 Down minor 2nd from A440; w = 80 
 One time through (refrain text only).  
 Character: serious, impassioned 

3. Josquin, Missa L’homme armé super voces musicales, Credo, Confiteor 
 A440; w = 75 
 Character: climactic, driving, with explosive repeated high notes on the second page  

4. Du Fay, Missa Se la face ay pale, Gloria 
 Down major 2nd from A440 
 Sopranos/altos (top staff): mm. 83–118, w = 100 
 Tenors (second staff from the top): mm. 164–200; w  = 105, with beat on W 
 Basses/baritones (bottom staff): mm. 182–206; w  = 105, with beat on W 
 Character: driving, precise, jubilant 
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